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God Forgives Us

In the parable Jesus told about the 
lost son, a young man left home 
and wasted everything his father 
had given him. But the young man 
realized that he had done wrong. He 
went home to ask his father to forgive 
him. His father did so, welcomed him 
home, and rejoiced at his return.

Pages 203–204

God loves us even when we do not 
do his will. God is like the father in 
Jesus’ story. He will always welcome 
us back with joy. 
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We prepare for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation by making an 
examination of conscience, asking 
the Holy Spirit for help. We pray the 
Prayer of the Penitent or the Act 
of Contrition. 
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We meet Jesus in Reconciliation. We 
meet him in our hearts and through 
the priest who hears our confession. 
During Reconciliation, you may 
tell the priest any problems you are 
facing, and you may ask questions. 
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A penance should be done as soon as 
possible. If it is a prayer, pray it right 
away. If it is a deed, do it as soon as 
you can.
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Keep these ideas in mind as you study Chapter 23. 


